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29April 2026 

Darebin City Council 
27 4 Gower Street 
PRESTON VIC 3072 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Darebin Planning Scheme Amendment C222dare -·Notice of preparation of an 
Amendment 
Property: 88 - ,2 Cramer Street, Preston Vic 3072 
Legislation: Planning and Environment Act 1987 
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While I acknowledge the intent of heritage protection, this submission raises serious concerns 
that the amendment, as proposed, fails to properly consider the existing and ongoing adverse 
impacts of the use of the land on surrounding residential amenity. 

I also object to the application of the Heritage Overlay to the buildings and land at the front 
of the site and beneath the building. 

Grounds of Objection 

• 1. Loss of heritage integrity of the land
The amendment proposes to apply a Heritage Overlay to land areas, including the front
portion of the site and land ben,eath the building.

.
.

However, I hav� directly witnessed and recorded substantial excavation works across the site,
including:

• Removal of existing soil to significant depth
• Bulk excavation of the site
• Importation and placement of new soil

These works indicate that the original ground conditions have been materially altered or 
"removed. 

As·a result;the land no longer retains its original physical fabric. 

2. Absence of archaeologic�l potential

Heritage overlays appiied to land often rely on the presence of archaeological deposits or 
intact ground conditions. 
Due to the extent of excavation and replacement of soil: 
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 Any artefacts or subsurface evidence would likely have been removed
 The site no longer retains research or archaeological value

Accordingly, the land no longer demonstrates archaeological potential sufficient to justify the 
application of the Heritage Overlay. 

3. Failure to meet Clause 43.01 (Heritage Overlay)

Under Clause 43.01 of the Darebin Planning Scheme, a Heritage Overlay should only be 
applied where heritage significance is present and demonstrable. 
Given the removal of original ground material, the basis for applying the overlay to the land 
is not supported by the current physical condition of the site. And as I write this there is 
further works being done outside this Mosque today. 

4. Inconsistency with Clause 15.03-1S (Heritage Conservation)

Clause 15.03-1S requires the identification and conservation of genuinely significant heritage 
places. 

In this instance: 

 The physical basis of any potential heritage significance (being the original land and
subsurface conditions) has been removed

 The site no longer meets the threshold of a “genuinely significant heritage place” in
respect of the land component

5. Inconsistency with the Planning and Environment Act 1987

The amendment does not appropriately implement the objectives of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987, including the requirement to base planning controls on proper 
consideration of relevant facts. 

Applying a Heritage Overlay to land that has been substantially disturbed is not supported by 
the current condition of the site. 

Supporting Evidence 

I hold video and photographic evidence documenting: 
 Excavation works – was given a permit
 Removal of original soil {I raised this with your officer,  and he said he knew 

about it) 
 Importation of new soil

This evidence can be provided to Council or to a Planning Panel upon request. 



3 

My objection is also based on the building and as to the following:  

1. Unacceptable impact on residential amenity
The existing use of the site already causes significant amenity impacts, including excessive 
noise both day and night, intrusive lighting, and ongoing disturbance from gatherings. These 
impacts are inconsistent with the amenity protections under the Darebin Planning Scheme 
and Clause 13.07 (Amenity and Safety). 

2. Car parking and access issues
The site generates substantial illegal and overflow parking, which regularly 

 and surrounding homes. This demonstrates that the existing use fails to comply 
with Clause 52.06 (Car Parking) and creates unsafe and unreasonable conditions for 
residents. See evidence attached. 

3. Ongoing breaches of existing planning controls
There have been repeated breaches of prior approvals, including exceeding permitted 
overnight stays and operating outside approved conditions. This indicates a pattern of non-
compliance that has not been adequately enforced. 

It is inappropriate to apply further planning support (via a Heritage Overlay) to a site where 
existing planning controls are not being adhered to. 

4. Lack of effective enforcement by Council
Despite repeated requests, Council has failed to adequately enforce parking and compliance 
requirements. Reference 

 and a lot more. This demonstrates that the 
impacts of the use are ongoing and unmanaged. 

5. Failure to properly consider surrounding residential impacts
While the amendment focuses on heritage protection, it does not adequately consider the 
cumulative impacts of the use on neighbouring residents. Heritage protection should not 
come at the expense of residential amenity. 

Further, the Planning Department at Darebin City Council also has approved structural works 
on the building and land since 2015, there has been over 18 changes, permits.  I have a copy 
and this has changed the Master Plan of 2013.   Again non-compliance. 

History 
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Request 

I respectfully request that: 
1. The proposed Heritage Overlay be removed from the land.

Request to be Heard 

I request the opportunity to be heard at any independent panel appointed through Planning 
Panels Victoria in relation to this amendment. 

Yours sincerely  

NAME REDACTED 































27 February 2025 

In reply please quote reference: 
Ref: A7923419 

Dear 

RE: Ramadan and Eid el Fitr prayers 2025 

I am writing to you to let you know that the 2025 month of Ramadan (the ninth 
month of the Muslim calendar) is running from 1 st March to 30 March and to ask 
for and thank you in advance for your cooperation and goodwill during this time. 

During Ramadan, Muslims fast from dawn to dusk every day. At sunset people 
attend the Mosque to pray, break the fast together and then share small meals 
with friends and family at home. The local Omar Bin El Khattab Mosque (Preston 
Mosque), located on the corner of Park Avenue and Cramer Street Preston, 
receives many visitors over the early evening and night and at lunch time on 
Fridays. 

The Preston Mosque 9-nd Darebin City Council recognise that the increased 
activity and traffic in the area has an impact on the local neighbourhood. Council 
will work closely with the Preston Mosque to ensure that the increased activity 
does not cause undue disruption to the residents. 

Traffic management will be in place to mitigate potential traffic issues, including 
making the southern end of Park Avenue at Cramer Street, exit only between 
1st March to 30th March from 8pm to 1 0pm nightly. 

The end of Ramadan will also be marked by Eid El Fitr prayers in April. Preston 
Mosque is preparing for the Eid Prayers which will include road closures to 
ensure the safety of residents and visitors to the Mosque and to eliminate 
potential traffic congestion. Council will provide residents with additional 
information as soon as plans for Eid Prayers have been finalised. 

If you would like more information, or if you encounter any proble� 
time. lease call from the Preston Mosque on--
o n Residents can also contact Council's 
Traffic Enforcement team on 8470 8656. They have been appointed to assist 
you with any issues or disturbances that might occur. 

Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Darebin City Council 
ABN 75 815 980 522 

Postal Address 

PO Box 91 

Preston VIC 3072 
T 03 8470 8888 
darebin.vic.gov.au 

National Relay 
Service 
TTY dial 133 677 
or Speak & Listen 
1300 555 727 or 
lprelay.com.au 
then enter 
03 8470 8888 

Speak your 
language 
T 03 8470 8470 
�yJI 
f,Hft�:i<: 
EM,riv1Ka 
� 
Italiano 
MaKe)l0HCK� 
Soomalii 
Tieng Vi$t 
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