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HIGH STREET STREETSCAPE UPGRADE 

CONCEPT DESIGN – OPTIONS ASSESSMENT 

The City Design team has prepared four concept design options based on the 
information from various background studies and community engagement.  

Below is the cross section showing the existing condition of High Street.  

 

Concept Design Options 

The concept design options below showcase different configurations for High Street 
based on street width and existing constraints. All the options consider retention of 
majority on-street carparking while making improvements to ensure increased 
pedestrian amenity.  

Option 1 Clearway retained – A status quo option where northbound and southbound 
clearways are retained, limiting our ability to widen the footpath or create kerb 
outstands for increased landscaping and pedestrian areas.  

 

HIGH STREET STREETSCAPE UPGRADE 

CONCEPT DESIGN – OPTIONS ASSESSMENT 

The City Design team has prepared four concept design options based on the 
information from various background studies and community engagement.  

Below is the cross section showing the existing condition of High Street.  

 

Concept Design Options 

The concept design options below showcase different configurations for High Street 
based on street width and existing constraints. All the options consider retention of 
majority on-street carparking while making improvements to ensure increased 
pedestrian amenity.  

Option 1 Clearway retained – A status quo option where northbound and southbound 
clearways are retained, limiting our ability to widen the footpath or create kerb 
outstands for increased landscaping and pedestrian areas.  

 

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  

Options Design Elements 

 

C
le

ar
w

ay
s 

re
ta

in
ed

 

Ke
rb

 o
ut

st
an

ds
 

M
ed

ia
n 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
tr

ee
s 

Bi
ke

 s
af

et
y 

W
id

en
ed

 fo
ot

pa
th

 

N
ew

 tr
ee

s 
&

 la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

Li
gh

tin
g 

up
gr

ad
e 

Pe
de

st
ria

n 
cr

os
si

ng
s 

N
ew

 s
ea

tin
g 

ar
ea

s 

Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  
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Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

1.   CONCEPT DESIGN OPTIONS
1.1 OPTION 1 - CLEARWAYS RETAINED

There are four concept design options each of which showcase different 
configurations for High Street based on street width and existing constraints. All 
the options consider retention of the majority of on-street car parking and seek 
improvements to pedestrian amenity.

High Street is typically 19.7 metres wide, and there is little variation to the cross section 
between Bell Street in the south and Murray Road in the north.

The typical cross section of High Street includes 3.1 metre wide footpaths on either side, 
2 lanes of northbound and 2 lanes of southbound traffic, and a 1.5 metre wide median 
strip. When clearways are not in operation, the vehicle lanes nearest the footpaths are 
used for on-street car parking.

Existing cross section of the High Street streetscape 

Option 1 is a like-for-like replacement that is currently budgeted for. It retains the 
clearways which limits the ability to widen the footpath or create kerb outstands for 
increased landscaping and pedestrian areas. 
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Option 2 Bike Lane – Adds on road bike lane in addition to parking lane and driving lane 
on each side without widening the footpath. This is only possible if the median and all 
the trees in the median are removed. There is no space for a separated bike lane within 
the road reserve while retaining on-street carparking. 

 

Option 3 Raised crossings – Widened footpath with limited kerb outstands only near 
new raised threshold crossings. Limited opportunity for seating areas and landscaping 
on the kerb outstands due to sight lines space required for pedestrian movement.  

 

Option 4 Kerb outstands – Widened footpath with kerb outstands at key intersections 
as well as raised threshold crossings. Provides for new trees, seating areas and 
landscaping.  

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  
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Clearway 
retained 
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Option 3 
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Option 2 Bike Lane – Adds on road bike lane in addition to parking lane and driving lane 
on each side without widening the footpath. This is only possible if the median and all 
the trees in the median are removed. There is no space for a separated bike lane within 
the road reserve while retaining on-street carparking. 

 

Option 3 Raised crossings – Widened footpath with limited kerb outstands only near 
new raised threshold crossings. Limited opportunity for seating areas and landscaping 
on the kerb outstands due to sight lines space required for pedestrian movement.  

 

Option 4 Kerb outstands – Widened footpath with kerb outstands at key intersections 
as well as raised threshold crossings. Provides for new trees, seating areas and 
landscaping.  

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  
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Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

1.2 OPTION 2 - BIKE LANE 1.3 OPTION 3 - RAISED CROSSINGS

Option 2 removes the median strip and adds on-road bike lanes and retains parking 
on each side of the road, without widening the footpath. This is only possible if the 
landscaped median and all the trees in it are removed. There is however no space for a 
separated bike lane within the road reserve while retaining on-street carparking.

This option proposes raised crossings and a widened footpath with limited kerb 
outstands only near new raised threshold crossings. The option provides limited 
opportunity for seating areas and landscaping on the kerb outstands due to sight lines 
and the space required for comfortable pedestrian movements. 
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In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  

Options Design Elements 

 

C
le

ar
w

ay
s 

re
ta

in
ed

 

Ke
rb

 o
ut

st
an

ds
 

M
ed

ia
n 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
tr

ee
s 

Bi
ke

 s
af

et
y 

W
id

en
ed

 fo
ot

pa
th

 

N
ew

 tr
ee

s 
&

 la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

Li
gh

tin
g 

up
gr

ad
e 

Pe
de

st
ria

n 
cr

os
si

ng
s 

N
ew

 s
ea

tin
g 

ar
ea

s 

Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
elements for each of the concept design options to provide more information on what is 
included in each of the options.  

Options Design Elements 

 

C
le

ar
w

ay
s 

re
ta

in
ed

 

Ke
rb

 o
ut

st
an

ds
 

M
ed

ia
n 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
tr

ee
s 

Bi
ke

 s
af

et
y 

W
id

en
ed

 fo
ot

pa
th

 

N
ew

 tr
ee

s 
&

 la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

Li
gh

tin
g 

up
gr

ad
e 

Pe
de

st
ria

n 
cr

os
si

ng
s 

N
ew

 s
ea

tin
g 

ar
ea

s 

Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

 

In addition to the description and diagrams above the table below outlines the design 
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Option 1 
Clearway 
retained 

         

Option 2 
Bike lane          

Option 3 
Raised 
crossings 

         

Option 4 
Kerb 
outstands 

         

 = not included,  = somewhat include,  = included. 

Concept Design Assessment 

The four concept design options are assessed below based on the priorities identified 
by the community as part of the engagement. The 5 rows shaded in light grey are the top 
5 priorities based on community feedback. 

Priority Assessment Criteria Option 
1 

Option 
2 

Option 
3 

Option 
4 

1 
More street trees and 
landscaping     

2 More outdoor dining     

3 More seating and meeting areas     

4 New street furniture     

5 Wider footpaths     

6 Better footpath surfaces     

7 More pedestrian crossings     

8 
Use of environmentally friendly 
materials and treatments     

9 Improved street lighting     

10 More e-scooter and bike parking     

11 Better accessible parking     

 = does not meet criteria,  = partially meets criteria,  = meets the criteria. 

 

Based on the above assessment we would like to recommend Option 4 for 
community engagement.  

1.4 OPTION 4 - KERB OUTSTANDS
2.   CONCEPT DESIGN ASSESSMENT

Option 4 is the preferred option. This proposal comprises widened footpath with kerb 
outstands located at key intersections with raised threshold crossings. This layout will 
provide space for landscaping including new trees, street furniture including seating 
areas and safe, comfortable and efficient pedestrian movements. 

The four concept design options were assessed based on the priorities identified by the 
community as part of Stage 1 engagement. The 5 rows shaded in light grey are the top 5 
priorities based on community feedback.

As shown below, Option 4 was able to achieve all of the outcomes sought by the 
community in the first round of consultation. 

Based on the above assessment Option 4 (Appendix F) is recommended for community 
engagement.
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P

3.   PREFERRED CONCEPT DESIGN
3.1 KEY IMPROVEMENTS

Footpath space Accessible car parksTrees Garden beds

SeatsPedestrian crossings

Bike hoops Available hour-long 
car parks (7am-7pm)

Existing - 5,193sqm
Additional - 1,753sqm

Existing - 1
Additional - 5

Existing - 1
Additional - 4

Existing - 46
Additional - 10

Existing - 64
Additional - 73

Existing - 63sqm
Additional - 45sqm

Existing - 24
Additional - 31

Existing - 1,460
Additional - 148

33% more 500% more

400% more

21% more

109% more 71% more

140% more

10% more (due 
to clearway removal)
Actual car parks reduced 
from 146 to 134 (8% less)

Artist’s impression of High Street at Preston Post Office
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3.2 CONCEPT DESIGN - BELL TO BRUCE
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Traffic calming at Bell Street: 
Explore opportunity to remove 
slip lane at corner of Bell 
and High Streets to create a 
transition that prioritises a high 
quality public realm with canopy 
trees offering shade and amenity 
for pedestrians.

Wombat crossings: 
New raised pedestrian crossings 
are introduced at key locations 
along High Street to prioritise 
pedestrian movement across the 
street. The kerb outstands are 
enhanced with seating, shade trees 
and feature paving.

Key Plan

Bell to Bruce Bruce to Cramer Cramer to Murray

Upgrades to public realm: 
Enhanced gathering space outside 
church with seating beneath leafy 
canopy trees inviting people to 
rest, reflect, and reconnect. 

New and improved pedestrian 
crossing points: 
New crossing point with central 
median cut out to provide 
improved accessible crossing for 
wheelchairs, prams, etc.

New street lighting 
New LED lights to be installed 
along the project area. Exact 
locations to be confirmed.

Legend
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3.3 CONCEPT DESIGN - BRUCE TO CRAMER
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Legend
Increased canopy cover and 
planting: 
Cluster of canopy trees with 
seating under for increased 
shade & amenity with large 
planter beds for low planting.

Increased canopy cover and 
planting: 
Cluster of canopy trees with 
seating under for increased 
shade and amenity with large 
planter beds for low planting.

New and improved pedestrian 
crossing points: 
Existing signalised crossing 
decommissioned & replaced 
with a wombat crossing to 
improve pedestrian connection 
to schools.

New and improved pedestrian 
crossing points: 
Safer connection to and from 
local high school.

Bell to Bruce Bruce to Cramer Cramer to Murray

Key Plan

New street lighting 
New LED lights to be installed 
along the project area. Exact 
locations to be confirmed.
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3.4 CONCEPT DESIGN - CRAMER TO MURRAY
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Church Forecourt
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Legend

Priority crossing: 
A wide, raised crossing links the 
heart of the neighbourhood—
connecting the arcade, Preston 
Market and the Civic Precinct.

Upgraded public space: 
Explore opportunity to create 
a vibrant new plaza outside the 
post office to create a space for 
people to pause, meet, and share 
moments, with seating for all.

New and improved pedestrian 
crossing points: 
Safer connection for pedestrians 
across High Street.

Increased canopy cover and 
planting: 
Cluster of canopy trees with 
seating under for increased 
shade and amenity with large 
planter beds for low planting.

Key Plan

New street lighting 
New LED lights to be installed 
along the project area. Exact 
locations to be confirmed.

Bell to Bruce Bruce to Cramer Cramer to Murray
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3.5 PROPOSED FURNITURE AND MATERIAL PALETTE

Existing standard Darebin 
seat.

Proposed standard Darebin seat with black 
powdercoat finish.

Proposed modular furniture palette using standard Darebin seat.

Proposed tree grate. Proposed tree grate and 
single seat.

Proposed tree grate and 
double seat.

Proposed tree grate, single 
seat and bike hoops.

Proposed double tree grate, 
double seat and garden bed.

Proposed concrete seat 
module.

Proposed tree grate with exposed 
aggregate and standard concrete footpath.

Proposed triangular concrete seat module.

Proposed exposed aggregate and 
standard concrete footpath.

Proposed crushed red brick aggregate 
seating with recycled timber top for extra 
comfort.

Proposed exposed aggregate using 
PolyGlow.

Proposed exposed aggregate using 
recycled glass.

Proposed footpath treatment using exposed aggregate in high profile locations.
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274 Gower Street, Preston
PO Box 91, Preston, Vic 3072
T 8470 8888 F 8470 8877
E mailbox@darebin.vic.gov.au
darebin.vic.gov.au

CITY OF
DAREBIN

National Relay Service 
relayservice.gov.au

Speak your language 
T 8470 8470

If you are deaf, or have 
a hearing or speech 
impairment, contact 
us through the 
National Relay Service.


